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A Welcome From Our President

Dr. Cliff L. Wood

President

Congratulations on having made the wise choice to begin or to continue
your education here. At SUNY Rockland, you will find experienced and
caring faculty, dedicated to your personal and academic success. We strive to
support your educational, career, and experiential pursuits, and we are here
to help you develop the knowledge and skills that will lead you to achieving
your personal vision.

Building on the foundation of fifty years of academic excellence, SUNY

Rockland continues to adapt to an evolving world, continuously seeking

new ways to prepare our students to meet the current challenges of a global
economy.

Welcome to SUNY Rockland
Community College.

SUNY Rockland offers a variety of learning environments and modes to
help you meet your goals. You can learn in the classroom or online; daytime, evenings or weekends, and
any combination of these.

Further, SUNY Rockland offers modern facilities in a picturesque Hudson Valley setting, including “smart
classrooms” and hi-tech laboratories. The rich and exciting social and cultural activities offered provide
equally important opportunities for expanding your horizons and developing leadership skills. You will
enjoy interacting with your fellow students, who represent a broad spectrum of cultures and nationalities,
including hundreds of international students.

[ encourage you to take full advantage of SUNY Rockland’s rich and varied resources and to get involved
in life beyond the classroom. Becoming an active member of the College community is an essential facet
of your education.

Our alumni include noted authors, physicians, scientists, artists, elected officials, business leaders and
performers. Across their varied fields of accomplishment, the consistent message they deliver to us is that
they were well prepared for their educational and career paths by SUNY Rockland.

[ commend you again on choosing SUNY Rockland, and look forward to greeting you personally.

A, L)






FALL 2010

August 4 Wednesday
August 24 Tuesday
September 1 Wednesday
September 6 Monday
September 8 Wednesday
September 9 Thursday
September 10 Friday
September 17 Friday
September 18  Saturday
September 19  Sunday
October 11 Monday
October 26 Tuesday
November 11 Thursday

November 25-28 Thur-Sun

December 20  Monday
WINTER 2011

January 3 Monday
January 17 Monday
January 21 Friday
SPRING 2011

January 18 Tuesday
January 19 Wednesday
January 22 Saturday
February 21 Monday
April 18-24 Mon-Sun
May 18 Wednesday
May 20 Friday
May 22 Sunday
May 30 Monday
SUMMER I 2011

May 31 Tuesday
June 30 Thursday
SUMMER 1I 2011

June 6 Monday
July 4 Monday
July 28 Thursday
SUMMER III 2011

July 5 Tuesday
August 4 Thursday

New Student Orientation
New Student Orientation
Classes begin

No day or evening classes;
offices closed

No day or evening classes

No day or evening classes

No day classes, evening classes
(beginning at 4 pm) will meet
No classes after 4 pm

No day or evening classes

No day or evening classes
Classes on Columbus Day

No classes after 4 pm

Classes on Veterans Day

No day or evening classes
Classes end

Classes begin
No day or evening classes
Classes end

New Student Orientation
New Student Orientation
Classes begin

Classes on President’s Day
No day or evening classes
Classes will meet

Classes end
Commencement

offices closed

Classes begin
Classes end

Classes begin

No day or evening classes
offices closed

Classes end

Classes begin
Classes end

FALL 2011

September 1 Thursday
September 5 Monday
September 28 ~ Wednesday
September 29  Thursday
September 30 Friday
October 10 Monday
October 7 Friday
October 8 Saturday
November 11 Friday

November 24-27 Thurs-Sun

December 23 Friday
WINTER 2012

January 2 Monday
January 16 Monday
January 20 Friday
SPRING 2012

January 21 Saturday
February 21 Monday
April 6-13 Fri--Sun
May 11 Friday
May 14 Monday
May 15 Tuesday
May 20 Sunday
May 28 Monday
SUMMER 1 2012

May 29 Tuesday
June 28 Thursday

SUMMER 1I 2012

June 4 Monday
July 4 Wednesday
July 26 Thursday
SUMMER 111 2012

July 2 Monday
July 4 Wednesday
August 2 Thursday

Academic Calendar 2010 - 2014

Classes begin

No class, offices closed
No day or evening classes
No day or evening classes
No day or evening classes
Classes on Columbus Day
No evening classes

No day or evening classes
Classes on Veteran’s Day
No classes, offices Closed
Classes end

Classes begin
No day or evening classes
Classes end

Classes begin

Classes on President’s Day
No day or evening classes
Classes end

Reading day

Reading day
Commencement
Memorial Day

Classes begin
Classes end

Classes begin

No day or evening classes,
offices closed

Classes end

Classes begin

No day or evening classes,
offices closed

Classes end
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Academic Calendar 2010 - 2014

FALL 2012

September 1 Saturday
September 3 Monday
September 16 ~ Sunday
September 17 Monday
September 18  Tuesday
September 25  Tuesday
September 26 ~ Wednesday
October 8 Monday
November 11 Sunday

November 22-25 Thurs-Sun

December 21 Friday
WINTER 2013

January 2 Wednesday
January 18 Friday
SPRING 2013

January 19 Saturday
January 21 Monday
February 18 Monday
March 23-24 Sat-Sun
May 12 Sunday
May 13 Monday
May 14 Tuesday
May 19 Sunday
May 27 Monday
SUMMER 1 2013

May 28 Tuesday
June 27 Thursday
SUMEER 11 2013

June 3 Monday
July 4 Thursday
July 25 Thursday
SUMMER 111 2013

July 1 Monday
July 4 Thursday
August 1 Thursday

Classes begin

No class, offices closed

No evening classes

No day or evening classes
No day classes, evening classes
will meet beginning at 4 PM
No evening classes

No day or evening classes
Classes on Columbus Day
Classes on Veteran’s Day

No classes, offices closed
Classes end

Classes begin
Classes end

Classes begin

No day or evening classes
Classes on President’s Day
No day or evening classes
Classes end

Reading day

Reading day
Commencement
Memorial Day

Classes begin
Classes end

Classes begin

No day or evening classes
offices closed

Classes end

Classes begin

No day or evening classes
offices closed

Classes end

SUNY Rockland Community College

FALL 2013
September 1
September 2
September 4
September 5
September 6

September 13
September 14
October 14
November 11
November 28-30
December 21

WINTER 2014
January 2
January 17

SPRING 2014
January 18
January 20
February 18
April 14-20
May 9

May 12

May 13

May 18

May 26

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Friday
Saturday
Monday
Monday
Thurs-Sun
Saturday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday
Monday
Monday
Mon-Sun
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Sunday
Monday

Classes begin

No class, offices closed

No evening classes

No day or evening classes
No day classes, evening classes
will meet beginning at 4 PM
No evening classes

No day or evening classes
Classes on Columbus Day
Classes on Veteran’s Day
No classes, offices closed
Classes end

Classes begin
Classes end

Classes begin

No day or evening classes
Classes on President’s Day
No day or evening classes
Classes end

Reading day

Reading day
Commencement
Memorial Day
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General Information

Mission Statement

SUNY Rockland Community College, an open admissions
institution, provides an accessible, responsive, student-centered
learning environment and a cultural resource for the community.
Facilitating the achievement of education, professional, and
personal goals, SUNY Rockland Community College offers
quality higher education and lifelong learning in an atmosphere
that embraces academic excellence, diversity, innovation and
global awareness.

History and Heritage

Situated within one of New York’s most diverse counties,
SUNY Rockland offers multiple windows of opportunity for

you to build a future of hope and success. SUNY Rockland
Community College was founded on a dream. Lester Rounds, a
local school superintendent, proposed the idea for an affordable,
grassroots, two-year college in his doctoral dissertation for
Columbia University. Amid stirring of Rockland County’s
conversion from sleepy hinterland to bustling suburbia along
with a burgeoning school-age population, spiraling college
costs, and growing need for advanced skills, Rounds and other
forward-thinkers spent five years bringing the dream to fruition.
In the fall of 1959, SUNY Rockland Community College
opened its doors to 139 students: 87 men and 52 women, 119
full-time and 20 part-time. They were high school graduates
eager to capitalize on an affordable, two-year alternative at their
doorstep. They were homemakers with children to care for.
They were veterans thankful for a second chance. (“Rockland
Community College: The Early Years,” by Jamie Kempton,
Donning Company Press, 2000.)

In 2010, SUNY Rockland celebrated its 50th Anniversary and

continues to strive to meet the dreams of Lester Rounds and the
other founders of the College.

As a community college operating under the program of the
State University of New York, SUNY Rockland offers an
outstanding education at a fraction of the price charged by
private colleges.

Located just 25 miles northwest of New York City, on a safe and
attractive 175-acre campus, SUNY Rockland is convenient to
the excitement and culture of New York City as well as to the
recreation and history of the scenic Hudson Valley.

SUNY Rockland, the only public higher education institution
in Rockland County, offers small classes, personal attention and
caring faculty. In addition to the main campus in Suffern, the
College operates extension sites located in Spring Valley and
Haverstraw. Close to 10,000 people are enrolled in credit and
non-credit courses and over 200,000 visit the campus each year
for cultural, recreational and commercial events. Enrollment of
more than 7,300 full- and part-time students includes over 200
international students representing 50 foreign countries.

m SUNY Rockland Community College

Charter and Governance

SUNY Rockland functions under the auspices of the State
University of New York and is sponsored by Rockland County.
The College is governed by a Board of Trustees consisting of

10 members, four appointed by the Governor of the State of
New York and five by the Legislature of Rockland County. The
students elect the 10th member, a student trustee, annually. The
Faculty Senate is the principal agency through which faculty
participates in the governance of the College. The Senate

meets monthly to study issues and recommend policies to the
vice presidents, and consists of three senators from each of the
three academic divisions plus 22 senators-at-large. The College’s
operating budget is funded by the State of New York, the County
of SUNY Rockland and student tuition. Capital costs are shared
by the State and Rockland County.

Accreditations

SUNY Rockland Community College is accredited by the
Commission on Higher Education of the Middle States
Association of Colleges and Schools, 3624 Market Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19104, (215) 662-5606. The College is also
authorized by the Board of Regents to award two-year Associates
degrees in Arts (AA), in Science (AS) and in Applied Science
(AAS), as well as a number of Certificate Programs.

In addition, the following programs carry additional
accreditation:

Undergraduate Nursing, AS: National League for Nursing
Occupational Therapy Assistant, AAS:

The Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education
(ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association
(AOTA)



The New York State Education Department has authorized
SUNY Rockland to offer 47 degree and certificate programs

in the humanities, social sciences, arts, technologies, business,
health professions, mathematics and sciences. Each Program

of Study is listed with its HEGIS (Higher Education General
Information Survey) Code. Students are advised that
enrollment in other than registered or otherwise approved
programs may jeopardize eligibility for certain student aid
awards. All associate degree programs require a minimum of 60
credit hours.

Registered Degree and Certificate Programs

The Associate in Arts (AA) and the Associate in Science (AS)
degree programs enable students to prepare for transfer and

the eventual completion of a Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor

of Science degree. For the AA degree, students devote at least
three-quarters of their course work to the liberal arts and
sciences. For the AS degree, students devote at least one-half of
their course work to the liberal arts and sciences.

The Associate in Applied Science (AAS) degree programs are
designed to prepare students for immediate entry into a career.
For the AAS degree, students devote at least one-third of their
course work to the liberal arts and sciences.

The College offers a variety of one-year certificate programs
which provide job-entry skills. For certificate programs, fewer
liberal arts and science courses are required.

Outcomes Assessment

SUNY Rockland is committed to evaluating its progress

toward meeting its stated goals. The College is responsible for
gathering and evaluating information that measures the results
of its teaching as well as assessing its effectiveness as a public
institution of higher education. SUNY Rockland is accountable
to its students and its local and state constituents.

[t participates in outcomes assessment to:
¢ Enhance and facilitate teaching and learning

e Serve students by accurately indicating what they
can expect

¢ Improve programs and services

¢ Promote institutional accountability

¢ Encourage institutional improvement

¢ Improve planning and resource allocation

¢ Provide information to the Board of Trustees
and others for program review and funding

From the Commission of Higher Education/Middle States
Association of Colleges and Schools.

The Curriculum

In addition, the College participates in the SUNY mandate for
the assessment of its general education program. This assessment
process was designed and implemented by faculty in 2002. All of
the course level assessment is embedded within the evaluation
of student work regularly required for each course in the general
education program.

All results are aggregated by course and no student’s work is
ever individually identified. The results are analyzed only for the

improvement of teaching and learning and data is shared with
the College and SUNY.

SUNY General Education Requirements

To complete a four-year degree at a SUNY institution, students
are required to take 30 credits of General Education in seven

of ten knowledge areas. At community colleges, students are
advised to complete seven areas prior to transfer. Students must
complete the Basic Communciation and Mathematics as well as
five courses of the remaining areas.

1-800-RCC-SOON  www.sunyrockland.edu [JJB



The Curriculum

The following SUNY Rockland
courses satisfy the SUNY General
Education requirements:

Basic Communication

Both Courses Required

ENG 101 English Composition
SPE 101 Fundamentals of Speech

Mathematics

One Course Required

MAT 102 Intermediate Algebra
MAT 104 Descriptive Statistics
MAT 107 Finite Mathematics
MAT 109 Pre-Calculus

MAT 125 Statistics

MAT 203 Calculus I

MAT 204 Calculus II

MAT 205 Calculus III

MAT 206 Differential Equations
MAT 207 Linear Algebra
MAT 215 Business Calculus

Natural Sciences

Select one course

BIO 103 Intro to Human Body
BIO 105 General Biology I

BIO 106 General Biology 11

BIO 110 Anatomy & Physiology 1
BIO 111 Anatomy & Physiology 11
BIO 122 Fundamentals of Ecology
CHM 101 Inorganic Chemistry I
CHM 105 Gen. & Bio. Chemistry
PHY 102 General Physics 11

PHY 106 Engineering Physics 11
PHY 205 Engineering Physics 111
SCI 101 Physical Science

SCI 102 Biological Science

SCI 214 Science of Musical Instruments
SCI 220 Intro to Oceanography

Social Sciences

Select one course

ANR 201 Cultural Anthropology
ANR/SCI 211 Prehistory Archeology
ECO 201 Microeconomics

ECO 202 Macroeconomics

GEO 201 Intro to Geography

HIS 101 Western Civilization I

HIS 111 World History 1

HIS 113 World History 11

HIS 213 Psychohistory 1

POL 100 Intro to Political Science
POL 101 American Government
POL 102 State and Local Government
POL 220 Current Issues

PSY 103 General Psychology
SOC/CSP 105 Computers in Society
SOC 144 Foundations of Ed.

SUNY Rockland Community College

SOC 201 Principles of Sociology
SOC 203 Marriage & the Family
SOC 210 Criminology

SOC 212 Soc. of Deviant Behavior

American History

Select one course

For all Students

HIS 201 United States History I

HIS 202 United States History II
PDA 101 Pluralism & Diversity For
Students scoring above 84 on Regents
HIS/ GEO 130 Coming to America

Western Civilization
Select one course

HIS 101 Western Civilization I
HIS 102 Western Civilization II

Other World Civilization
Select one course
ART 141 Art of Africa, Asia,
and the Americas
ART 221 Art & Philosophy of the East
ENG 201 World Literature I
ENG 202 World Literature II
ENG 211 Modern Latin

American Literature

HIS 113 World History 11

Humanities

Select one course

ART 101 Art Appreciation

ART 119 Art History I

ART 120 Art History 11
ART/PDA 136 Pluralism & Diversity
in American Art

COM 101 History of Broadcasting
ENG 201 World Literature I

ENG 202 World Literature 11
ENG 203 American Lit. Trad. I
ENG 204 American Lit. Trad. II
ENG 205 Themes in British Lit. I
ENG 206 Themes in British Lit. II
ENG 207 Studies/Short Story
ENG 208 American Values in Lit.
ENG 214 Modern Drama

ENG 215 Intro to Modern Poetry
ENG 216 Special Studies in Lit.
ENG 219 Film Genres

ENG 223 Film Directors

ENG 224 Modern Fiction

ENG 226 Gender Roles in Lit.
ENG 232 Children’s Literature
ENG 283 Literature and Film
ENG 288 Detective/Mystery Fiction
MUS 101 Music Appreciation
MUS 203 History of Jazz

PER 255 Performing Arts/London
PHL 201 Intro to Philosophy
PHL 203 Social Ethics/Human Values

PHL 212 Ethics in America

PHL 260 Ethics in Business

RLS 101 Religions of the World

SPE 203 Power, Persuasion & Propaganda
SPE 216 Free Speech: Theories & Controv.

The Arts

Select one course

ART 102 Figure Drawing [

ART 106 Painting I

ART 121 Drawing Concepts |

ART 130 B/W Camera

ART 133 Color Photography

ART 138 Photo Techniques

ART 142 Ceramics |

ART 176 Printmaking Workshop I
ART 201 Relief and Intaglio Printing
ART 215 Illustration/Cartooning

ART 219 Sculpture 1

ART 288 Digital Imaging

ART 291 Cartooning

ENG 238 Creative Writing Workshop 1
ENG 239 Creative Writing Workshop 11
ENG 240 Creative Writing Workshop 111
ENG 243 Screenwriting

ENG 253 Creative Writing Workshop IV
ENG 261 Poetry Writing Workshop I
ENG 262 Poetry Writing Workshop 11
ENG 263 Poetry Writing Workshop 111
ENG 264 Poetry Writing Workshop 1V
MUS 107 Songwriting Workshop
MUS 134 Singing/Beginning Voice
MUS 201 Basic Musicianship

MUS 202 Harmony I

PER 112 Modern Dance 1

PER 113 Modern Dance 11

PER 123 Jazz Dance |

PER 127 Dance Improvisation

PER 153 Acting for Television

PER 156 Physical Acting/Stage

PER 161 Shakespeare on Stage

PER 201 Acting |

ENG 287/PER 203 Playwriting I

PER 211 Singing for Musical Theatre
SPE 205 Performance Reading

Foreign Language

Select one course

ARA 101 Elementary Arabic I
ARA 101 Elementary Arabic II
ASL 101 American Sign Lang. [
ASL 102 American Sign Lang. II
CHI 101 Elementary Chinese I
CHI 102 Elementary Chinese 11
CHI 201 Intermediate Chinese I
FRE 101 Elementary French I
FRE 102 Elementary French II
FRE 201 Intermediate French 1
FRE 202 Intermediate French 11
GER 101 Elementary German I
GER 102 Elementary German II



GER 201 Intermediate French I
GER 202 Intermediate French II
HEB 101 Elementary Hebrew I
HEB 102 Elementary Hebrew II
HEB 201 Intermediate Hebrew I
HEB 202 Intermediate French II
ITA 101 Elementary Italian I
ITA 102 Elementary Italian II
ITA 201 Intermediate Italian I
ITA 202 Intermediate Italian II
RUS 101 Elementary Russian [
RUS 102 Elementary Russian 11
RUS 201 Intermediate Russian I
RUS 202 Intermediate Russian II
SPA 101 Elementary Spanish I
SPA 102 Elementary Spanish II
SPA 201 Intermediate Spanish [
SPA 202 Intermediate Spanish 11

Alternative Learning Formats

Internship Program

From the technical demands of the computer world to the
specialized skills required in a broad range of disciplines, including
the business, communications, arts, humanities, social sciences,
sciences, and political arena, the College’s internship program offers
students the opportunity to gain practical, hands-on experience in
a professional setting while earning college credit. The internship
office offers an exciting partnership with hundreds of local and
regional businesses in the tri-state area, including some of the most
prestigious companies and organizations in New York City. Benefits
of taking part in an internship include earning college credit while
acquiring invaluable on-the-job experience, developing industry
contacts, obtaining a competitive edge in today’s job market, and
building professional resumes and portfolios.

Qualified faculty members mentor students throughout the
internship experience, and the Internship Program offers a
carefully screened and customized partnering of student and
business. For more information on the Internship Program, check
the program’s website at www.sunyrockland.edu/go/intern or call
the Career Services Center at (845) 574-4216 for details.

Individualized Mentored Study

(Through Learning Contracts)

Individualized mentored study is an agreement between a
faculty member and a student by means of a learning contract
to complete a subject outside the parameters of a traditional
classroom, through mentored, independent study. The student,
guided by the instructor, identifies specific learning objectives
for the contract and the learning activities through which these
objectives will be met.

The learning contract also spells out the evaluation criteria and
the procedures to be followed at the end of the contract period.
The faculty member assigns a grade.

Students must complete the course no later than 15 weeks after
start of the contract.

The Curriculum

eLearning

elLearning provides innovative ways to meet the needs of a
variety of students. Since these courses require no (or limited)
classroom attendance, they offer flexibility but require students
to be independent, self-motivated learners. You can earn credit
while studying outside the traditional classroom. Currently,
SUNY Rockland offers anyplace, anytime study through
Telecourses, Alternative Instructional Modes and online,
Internet-based courses.

Most eLearning courses are semester-bound courses, meaning that
coursework begins the first day of the semester, and all work must
be completed by the last date of the semester. A few Alternative
Instructional Mode courses are offered on an extended basis
meaning that you can register during the first 12 weeks of the
semester and complete the course within 15 weeks of registration.
The study guides, texts and workbooks needed for both types of
courses may be purchased at the College bookstore.

The eLearning Office facilitates your admission into distance
learning courses. Telecourses and Alternative Instructional Mode
courses are video- or audio-based or mediated courses. In addition
to viewing, listening and/or following a study guide, you will
complete assigned reading along with written papers, examinations
and/or other assigned activities. Prior to the beginning of the
semester, you will receive a packet (either a syllabus or course guide
containing all information pertinent to the course).

In an online course, the instructor and students are connected to
each other through a computer network. Using the Internet, you
receive instruction, compose and submit assignments, ask questions
of the instructor and other students, discuss issues and actively
participate in the class all from your home, your office, the nearest
campus computer lab or any place you have access to the Internet!
SUNY Rockland Community College has joined the SUNY
Learning Network (SLN). SLN is an asynchronous network where
students can log onto their courses at any time of the day or night,
from any place where they can access the Internet.

When you register for an online course, you will receive a
mailing including instructions from SLN. These will include how
to log on to the network, how to find course information, and
how to access Help Desk assistance. A start-up tutorial teaches
you everything you need to know to find your way around

the course. For more information about the SUNY Learning
Network (SLN), visit www.sln.suny.edu/sln

eLearning offerings are listed in the Schedule of Courses.
There are certain restrictions attached to some of these courses.
Students may also access eLearning information on the web at:
www.sunyrockland.edu or contact the eLearning Office at

(845) 574-4713/4480.

Travel/Study Courses

During the Winter and Summer sessions, SUNY Rockland
Community College may offer opportunities for groups of
students to study in foreign countries under the guidance of

a faculty member. Recent offerings have included travel to
England, Italy, and France. In addition, the Sam Draper M/TS
Honors Program offers participation in a three-week summer
school at Cambridge University in England where topics in Art
History, History, Science or Literature are studied in depth.

1-800-RCC-SOON www.sunyrockland.edu



Admissions and Financial Information

Requirements for Admissions

An open admissions policy reflects the College’s commitment
to bringing cultural, occupational and education opportunities
within the reach of everyone in the community. The College

is committed to the admission of students without regard to
sex, race, color, creed, religion, national origin, age, physical
ability, marital status, veteran status or sexual orientation.
SUNY Rockland’s open-door policy signifies the desire to make
education accessible to all motivated students, regardless of
previous experience or performance. The College reserves the
right to refuse admission to any applicant when it is deemed

in the best interest of the College to do so or if the College
determines that the applicant does not have the ability to benefit
from the College’s instruction.

Admission to SUNY Rockland Community College is open to
applicants whose academic record and qualifications suggest that
they have the ability to benefit from the educational experience.

Matriculated students must meet one of the following criteria:

e Possess a local or Regent’s High School Diploma (an LE.P. is
not a recognized diploma)

e Possess a high school equivalency diploma (GED)
¢ Be admitted as an Early Admit Student (see below)
¢ Be admitted as a GED Candidate (see below)

e Possess an associate’s degree or higher from a nationally
accredited college or university.

e Score appropriately on tests approved by the U.S. Department
of Education

Who Must Matriculate?

e All students who are seeking a degree or certificate
o All full-time students (12 credits or more)

¢ All students who wish to be considered for financial aid
(Please see eligibility requirements in the Financial Aid
section of this catalog)

Only matriculated students may:
e Enroll full-time or part-time

e Apply for financial aid of any type

e Apply for any of the various scholarships available
¢ Be assigned an academic advisor

¢ Be awarded a degree or certificate

Non-Matriculated
(Non-Degree Seeking Students) are:
e Part-time students

e Not eligible to receive financial aid

e Students who wish to take courses for self-enrichment and are
not pursuing a degree or certificate

SUNY Rockland Community College

Students Without a High School Diploma
If you do not have a high school diploma, you can enroll at
SUNY Rockland Community College in the following ways:

e GED Candidate program
e RCC Early Admit Program for High School Students
¢ RCC in the High School Program

GED Candidate Program
GED candidates must:

¢ Be a current resident of New York State at time of application
for the GED

¢ Have not graduated from high school

e Be 19 years of age or older on the date the GED is awarded or
17 or 18 years of age and one year has passed since you were
legally able to leave high school and last enrolled in a regular
full-time high school program of instruction or a member of a
class that has already graduated

e If 17-19 years of age or younger on the date the GED is
awarded, provide a letter on school stationery that states when
you left school or the date your class graduated. The letter
must include the signature and title of an appropriate school
official. Reproduced signatures are not acceptable

e GED candidates who have successfully completed this
sequence will be asked to complete a SUNY Rockland
Community College Admissions Application and submit with
a $30 non-refundable fee.

¢ Attend a GED Informational Workshop to receive the most
recent regulations and specific course requirements

o Take the English and Math Assessment tests and score appropriately

¢ Include an official copy of your high school transcript with
the Admissions Application

SUNY Rockland Community College offers the courses
necessary to apply for the New York State Equivalency Diploma
through the New York State Education Department.

If applying for Financial Aid, all GED candidates must score
appropriately on tests approved by the U.S. Department of
Education.

Rockland Community College Early Admit Program
Rockland Community College is one of the campuses of the
State University of New York that has college credit programs for
high school students to increase access to college level learning.
The Rockland Community College Early Admit Program
(RCCEAP) is one of two options for high school students.

RCCEAP is open to high school seniors who wish to complete
their senior year of high school by matriculating and registering
as full-time students at SUNY Rockland and taking courses only
on the campus of SUNY Rockland.

All students seeking admission to the Early Admit Program must
start the application process with their Guidance Counselor.
Home school students must contact the RCC Admissions Office
directly at 845-574-4224.



All Early Admit students must:

1. Have an overall grade point average of 80/2.66 at the
time of acceptance into the program and must complete
their junior year with an 80/2.66 or better. Home school
students will follow the guidelines as outlined by the NY
State Department of Education

2. Take the English assessment test and place into ENG 101
or higher

3. Take the Math assessment test and place into MAT 101 or
higher

4. Have the permission of the high school to enroll in the
program

5. Follow the admissions process as outlined by the
Admissions Office including the submission of all
necessary forms, transcripts and application fees

6. Meet pre-requisites for all courses
7. Register as full-time (12 or more credits) students

8. Be responsible for ensuring that their course selections
meet their high school graduation requirements and will
bring a list of the required courses with them to every
advisement and/or registration event. Early Admit
students are also responsible for ensuring that any changes
to their schedules are done in consultation with their high
school guidance counselor in order to avoid jeopardizing
their high school graduation

9. Follow all college policies and the Student Code of Conduct

Rockland Community College High School Program
The Rockland Community College High School Program
(RCCHSP) is the second options for high school students.

RCCHSP is open to high school juniors and seniors who wish to
register part-time and take classes either in their high school or
on campus. Students who have not completed their sophomore
year may take courses under special circumstances after a
satisfactory personal interview with the appropriate SUNY
Rockland Division Chair.

To enroll in a course(s) on the RCC campus, please contact the
Admissions Department at 845-574-4224.

To enroll in a course(s) at the student’s respective high school
please contact your Guidance Counselor.

RCCHSP Guidelines
1. All students enrolling in RCCHSP will be part-time, non-
matriculated students
2. High school seniors are limited to 11 credits per semester

3. Students other than high school seniors generally may take
one course per semester

4. Students may take courses at their high school or on
campus. On campus includes courses offered on the
Main Campus and at the Haverstraw and Spring Valley
Extension Sites

Admissions and Financial Information

5. All students enrolling in RCCHSP must take the English
assessment test and place into ENG 095 or higher, except
for students seeking to enroll in studio art, physical
education (PED) courses or math courses. Students who
have completed 16 college credits in this program will be
required to adhere to the college’s English assessment and
placement policy if they have not already done so

6. All students seeking to register for Math courses must take
the Math assessment test and place appropriately for the
course(s) that they wish to register for

7. All students must meet pre-requisites for all courses

8. RCCHSP students may not register for developmental
(credit equivalent) courses that are offered on SUNY
Rockland’s main campus or at the extension sites in Spring
Valley or Haverstraw

9. All students enrolled in RCCHSP are required to adhere to
the policies of the College

Transfer Students

SUNY Rockland Community College welcomes students who
have completed coursework at other institutions and who wish to
continue their studies at RCC. If students are transferring from
another college, SUNY RCC will evaluate their credits based on
the degree they intend to pursue at SUNY RCC. At least half
the number of credits required for the degree must be completed
at SUNY RCC, with the exception of the LPN to RN Express
Program students. For students seeking a certificate, half the
number of credits required for this certificate must be completed

at SUNY RCC.
The maximum number of transferable credits to SUNY RCC for

an associate’s degree is 32 credits, with the exception of students
entering with Automotive Service Excellence Certification Al-

A8. The maximum number of credits transferred to SUNY RCC
to earn a certificate is 15 credits. Courses for which a student has
earned a grade lower than a “C” will not be accepted for transfer.

Readmit Students

A student who has missed two semesters and wishes to return
to matriculated status must be readmitted to the College.

A readmitted student needs to fill out a new Enrollment
Application and submit all required documents. The readmitted
student is required to pay a $5 readmission fee.

Auditors

An auditor is a student who will register, pay and attend the
class sessions, but not be responsible for written assignments

or examinations and not receive a grade. An audited course
can never be applied toward college credit or a college degree/
certificate. A student registers to audit a course by submitting
an approved request form to the Records Office by the deadline
published in the Schedule of Classes. An auditor may never
change a course to credit status once these forms are filed.

1-800-RCC-SOON www.sunyrockland.edu



Admissions and Financial Information

New York State Education Law allows SUNY Rockland to waive
the cost of tuition for senior adults 60 years of age and older who
wish to observe (audit) credit courses on a space available basis.
Auditing students are responsible for lab and other fees associated
with credit courses.

Senior adults do pay tuition for courses taken for credit. These
include courses taken to satisfy professional requirements

— to maintain credentials or to meet continued education
requirements. Senior adults may also take courses through the
Institute for Senior Education.

International Students

About 200 international students are enrolled at SUNY
Rockland every year. The International Student Services Office
encourages them to interact with SUNY Rockland students,
faculty and staff through student clubs and special events. The
Office offers orientation sessions and special workshops to
introduce international, non-immigrant, refugee and permanent
resident students to College campus life and aspects of culture in
the United States. In this office, students can obtain information
and applications for the Test of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL). SUNY Rockland does not require this exam, but it is
required of international students by some transfer colleges and
universities.

Non-immigrant (J-1/F-1/M-1) students are encouraged to visit the
Office for help with transportation, health insurance, banking
and financial needs, immigration matters, student certifications
and personal and academic problems.

Those enrolled on F-1 Student visas must remain in full-time
status (taking 12 or more credits or credit equivalents each
semester) and are not permitted to work off campus unless they
have permission from the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service. International students must also maintain a satisfactory
cumulative grade point average.

All regulations as prescribed by law for international students
prevail.

International students must show documentation of
immunization against rubella, measles and mumps before
enrolling and they must have health insurance while enrolled.

It is the responsibility of the student to maintain his or her
immigration status while in the U.S. There are regulations
regarding attendance at designated schools, permitted length

of stay in the U.S., on-campus employment, transfer to other
institutions, maintaining full-time status and exiting and
entering the United States. Contact the Office at (845) 574-4527

for more information.
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Immunization Requirements

New York State Law requires all students born on or after January
1, 1957, to present proof of immunity against measles, mumps

and rubella (German measles) in order to register for 6 or more
credits at any College in the state.

All students regardless of age are required to read the Meningitis
Fact Sheet and submit an Immunization Record Form that
indicates the date that they were immunized or certifies that they
decline to be immunized for meningococcal meningitis.

For more information on this policy, please contact the

Registrar’s Office at (845) 574-4030.

Alternative Opportunities for
Earning Credit/Advanced Standing

Prior Learning Credit

SUNY Rockland recognizes that learning takes place in a variety
of situations and circumstances. The College may grant credit
for college-level learning acquired as a result of work experience,
volunteer work and community service. Many students have
significant, demonstrable learning experiences outside the
traditional academic environment. Therefore, prior learning, not
life experience, is the basis for the award of College credit.

SUNY Rockland Community College will evaluate Prior
Learning credits based on the degree or certificate the student
intends to pursue at RCC. Prior Learning will be considered as
part of the maximum allowable number of transfer credits (32
credits for degrees except for Automotive Service Excellence
Certification A1-A8 and 15 for a certificate.)

In no case shall the number of Prior Learning credits exceed
half the number of credits required for the Concentration/
Core emphasis with the exception of students entering with an
Automotive Service Excellence Certification AI1-AS.

Students must be currently enrolled in credit-bearing courses and
complete that semester of enrollment in order to apply for this
type of credit. The current procedure for receiving Prior Learning
credits is as follows:

e The student may take a departmental challenge examination
¢ The student may submit a portfolio (e.g. art, photography, etc)

e Credits are assessed and approved by the Department Chair,
approved by the Division Chair, reviewed by the Director
of Assessment and Placement, and approved by the Vice
President for Academic Affairs

Advanced Placement Program

The College may grant credit to students who have successfully
participated in the Advanced Placement Program of the College
Entrance Examination Board. Students who earn satisfactory
scores on the appropriate examinations may be granted credit.
Qualifying scores and the number of credits granted are
determined by the individual academic disciplines.



College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

SUNY Rockland participates in the College Level Examination
Program. Students who earn satisfactory scores on the
appropriate examinations may be granted credit. Qualifying
scores and the number of credits granted are determined by

the individual academic disciplines. For a current listing of
examinations and passing scores, or to arrange to take a CLEP

exam, call (845) 574-4525 or (845) 574-4288.

Armed Forces Service Credit

A maximum of 3 Physical Education credits may be granted
to veterans who have served at least six months in the Armed
Forces. The College may grant credit for some courses offered
by the Armed Forces. These courses are reviewed by the
Records Office when the official transcripts are submitted.

Assessment and Placement Policies

The Office of Assessment and Placement administers English
and mathematics assessment tests through which students
demonstrate their proficiency in the basic skills of reading,
writing and mathematics. All applicants who seek degrees

or certificates are required to take an assessment test prior to
registration. The College uses assessment test results to determine
if special course work must be taken in English, reading and/

or mathematics. The English and mathematics assessments

for placement purposes may be taken only once. If you wish to
appeal the placement decision, you may obtain information about
the appeals procedure by calling our office at (845) 574-4288.
Placement test scores are valid for five years. Older scores cannot
be used as they may not provide an accurate assessment of a
student’s current skills or reflect current College policies.

Non-matriculated students may register for courses of their own
choosing provided that they have met the prerequisites for the
courses, which may include appropriate placement results in
English and math. Exemptions from the placement exams may
be granted if the non-matriculating student presents a college
transcript showing successful completion of at least an associate’s
degree and/ or an acceptable college-level English or math
course from an appropriately accredited college or university.
International students with degrees from foreign universities may
be required to demonstrate English proficiency.

In addition, the English Placement Exam is REQUIRED for all
non-matriculated students upon completion of 16 GPA credits.
Exemption from the English Placement Exam may be granted
for those students who meet the exemption criteria described
above. Students who do not place into English 095 or higher
will be required to complete all English developmental courses
prior to taking any other SUNY RCC courses (except physical
education). A non-matriculated student who later decides to
pursue a degree must formally apply for matriculation through
the Office of Admission at the beginning of a semester. For
samples of the English and math placement exams, contact the
Office of Assessment and Placement.
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Special Testing Accommodations

Students with disabilities who need specific accommodations
should contact the Office of Disability Services at

(845) 574-4541, after you have received your acceptance letter
from the Admissions Office. If you choose not to self identify
prior to taking the assessment test, you may not retake these test
at a later time with accommodations.

Exemptions

Students transferring to SUNY Rockland may be exempt from
English and/or mathematics assessment if they have successfully
completed college level English and/or math courses with a
minimum grade of C or better at another college. This exemption
is based on a review of the student’s previous college records

and depends on the specific degree program that a student is
pursuing. An official transcript should be sent to the Records

Office.

English Placement

The English assessment consists of reading comprehension,
sentence skills and a writing sample on a given topic. Students
should be aware of the following policies:

¢ All matriculated students must enroll in their assigned English
placement during their first semester at SUNY Rockland

¢ Academic departments may prohibit students who place into
pre-ENG 101 courses from taking courses for which they lack
sufficient reading and writing skills

¢ Students must enroll in ENG 101 in the semester immediately
following their successful completion of required pre-ENG 101
course(s)

e Students who successfully complete ENG 101- International
must register for ENG 102 - International, unless they earn a
B+ or higher in ENG 101 -International and provide a letter
of recommendation from their ENG 101 instructor. In such
cases, they may choose to register in any section of ENG 102

e Matriculated students enrolled in credit-bearing certificate
programs who do not require English must take the English
assessment prior to beginning any coursework. Students must
place eligible for ENG 101 or enroll in the required pre-ENG
101 course their first semester at the College

¢ Dropping any level of English below ENG 102 requires the
official approval of a counselor in the Student Development
Center. Students who wish to drop a pre-ENG 101 course must
also obtain the approval of the program coordinator

e Even when a program has no specific requirement in English,
it is College policy that no student can earn a degree/
certificate without demonstrating basic competency on the
placement exam

1-800-RCC-SOON www.sunyrockland.edu
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Mathematics Placement

The mathematics assessment includes an arithmetic section and
an algebra section. Students will be placed in Mathematics Skills,
Elementary Algebra, or one of the more advanced courses offered
by the Mathematics Department.

e Students are encouraged to enroll in the level of mathematics
indicated by their placement as early as possible

¢ Even when a program has no specific requirement in
mathematics, it is College policy that no student can earn a
degree/certificate without demonstrating basic competency on
the placement exam

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the Placement test work?

You take the ACCUPLACER® test on a computer. The test
instructions are easy to understand. A test administrator will
always be present to help you. Although the test is administered
on a computet, no previous experience with computers is
necessary. However, it is advisable that you familiarize yourself
with using a computer, mouse and keyboard.

What should I bring with me to the test?
You need to bring valid photo I.D., pen and pencil. You should
know your Social Security number.

How can I take the placement test?

First, you must apply for admission to the College either by
sending your application or applying online and pay the
appropriate enrollment fee. Submit your high school transcript to
the Admissions Office. Request any colleges you have attended
to send official transcripts to the Records Office. Once the
application has been processed, you will be sent an acceptance
letter and the schedule for the placement test.

I absolutely can’t take the test on a weekday;
what should I do?

Tests are offered periodically in the evening and on Saturdays.

Should you study for the placement test?

To make sure that test scores accurately represent your skill
levels, you may wish to review basic concepts in reading,
grammar, arithmetic, and algebra before taking the placement
test.

This is what you can do:
1. Reviewing a GED or SAT review book available at local
bookstores and public libraries is helpful in refreshing your

basic skills
2. Take sample tests from our website

3. Type “Accuplacer Practice Test” in your favorite search
engine and discover many different sites that may help you
review for the examination

SUNY Rockland Community College

Can I fail the ACCUPLACER placement test?

You cannot “pass” or “fail” the placement test. Your scores will
not prohibit you from attending Rockland Community College.
The test scores will help determine the English and/or math
course(s) you may register for at the college.

1 have a documented learning disability or other disability and
require test accommodations; what should I do?

You should call the Office of Disability Services at (845)574-4541

as soon as you receive the testing schedule.

How do I get waived from the test?

If you have successfully completed college level English and/

or math courses with a grade of C or better at another college,
an official transcript should be sent to the Records Office.

This exemption is based on a review of your previous college
records and depends on the specific degree program that you are
pursuing. Contact the Records Office for further information at

(845) 574-4030.

If English is not my first language, do I still need to take
the placement?

Yes, the placement test is used for all students even if English is
not your first language. Your test scores will determine the course
in English for which you will be required to register.

Cost of Attendance

Increasingly, parents and students realize that the community
college is a sound educational investment. Because New York
State and Rockland County pay part of the College’s operating
costs, SUNY Rockland’s tuition is far less than tuition at private
colleges. Attending SUNY Rockland Community College for your
first two years significantly reduces the cost of a bachelor’s degree.
If you're anxious to enter the job market, SUNY Rockland is on
economical way to prepare for a good job in just two years.

Tuition 2010-2011 Full-Time Full-Time Part-Time
Annually Per Semester Per Credit
New York State Resident:

Rockland County Resident $3,515  $1,757.50 $146
Out of Rockland County

with Certificate $3,515  $1,757.50 $146
Out of Rockland County

without Certificate $7,030 $3,515 $292
Out of New York

State Resident $7,030 $3,515 $292

Residency
To be eligible for the resident tuition rate, students must meet the
following requirements:

1.  Provide documentation of New York State residency for at
least one year prior to the start of the semester

and

2. Provide documentation of Rockland County residency
for at least six months prior to the start of the semester or
provide a Certificate of Residency from another New York
State county



The Certificate of Residency is a form issued to the student

by the county in which they reside verifying their place of
residence. To qualify for a Certificate of Residency, students
must have lived in New York State for the past 12 months.
Residency is verified by the county in which they have lived for
the six months prior to attending college. If they have lived in
more than one New York State county during those six months,
verification from each county will be required.

Note: A person does not acquire a New York State Domicile (Legal
Residence) simply by being physically present in New York State for a
period of 12 months or for the sole purpose of attending a New York
State College or University. If your principal or permanent home has
not been in New York State for a 12-month period immediately prior
to the date you intend to enroll, you will be considered an out-of-state
student for tuition purposes.

Any of the following is appropriate documentation of residency:
¢ Duration of the student’s physical presence in New York State
e State of residency of the student’s family

e NYS driver’s license or non-driver ID card

e NY State voter registration

e NY State motor vehicle registration

e NY State income tax returns

e NY State bank accounts

e Proof of ownership of New York State real property

Documentation must clearly demonstrate New York State
residency for the year prior to the start of the semester and
Rockland County residency for six months prior to the start of
the semester. If a certificate is required, it should not be obtained
more than two months prior to the start of the semester.
Certificate applications are available in the Bursar’s Office and
must be presented to the home county Treasurer’s Office. The
legal residency of unmarried students under 21 years of age is
deemed to be that of their parents.

Note: Students on F (student), B (visitor), ] (exchange), C, D,
H2, H3, M, O2, P, Q, R, or TN visas are not eligible for the
resident rate of tuition. Persons holding a different immigration
status should contact the Bursar at (845) 574-4417. Permanent
resident cards must be dated one year prior to the start date of
the term to be eligible for resident tuition rates.

Students who fail to present documentation will be charged non-
resident tuition.

It is the responsibility of the student, not the College, to prove
residency.

All tuition and fees are subject to change without notice.
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Student Service Fees (2010-2011)

Application Fee

$30*

Credit by Experience (Prior Learning) 40% of credit cost

Accident Insurance

Drop Fee

Deferred Payment Fee
Deferred Payment Late Fee
Dishonored Check Fee
Library Fine

Transcript Fee

Document Fee

Graduation and Alumni Fee
Bus Pass (TOR)
Technology Fee

Readmit fee

Identification Card
Replacement Fee

Books and Supplies

$15% +
$5*
$30%*
$15%
$30%*

varies*

$5* each
$5% each
$30%*

$50%*

$5%  per credit
$5*

$5*

Full-Time (15 - 16 credit hour load) approx. $650

Part-Time (7 — 8 credit hour load)

Program Related Fees (2010-2011)
Applied Music Fee — MUS 261
Applied Music Fee — MUS 262

Food Services Supplies
Computer Fee
Laboratory Fee

Learning Contract (audited courses)

Malpractice Insurance
Photography Lab/ART

Telecourses & Distance Learning

Tutorial Fee

approx. $350

$425 per course

$750 per course

varies

$25 per course
$25-$200** per course
$25 per course

varies

$25 per course

$20 per course

$25 per course

+ Required of full-time students: optional to part time students

* Non-refundable

** Agnoted in the Schedule of Classes
Student Activities Fees (2010-2011)

Full‘Time

Part-Time (per credit hour)

$64

$4.20

There is a $8.40 minimum charge.

All fees are subject to change without notice
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Tuition Payment

All students must pay tuition and fees in full or provide credit
authorizations to the Bursar’s Office at the time of registration.
Payment can be made in cash; by certified, cashiers or personal
check; by money order payable to SUNY Rockland Community
College; or by MasterCard, VISA or Discover credit cards.

The College reserves the right to cancel student schedules when
payment is not received by the published deadlines. Original
schedules cannot be guaranteed for students who must re-register.
Failure to pay tuition may result in accounts being turned over to
a collection agency and in students being barred from registering
for the upcoming semester. Students will be responsible for all
collection and litigation costs.

Senior Adult Audit Registration

New York State Education Law allows SUNY Rockland to waive
the cost of tuition for senior adults 60 years of age and older who
wish to observe (audit) credit courses on a space available basis,
contract courses are not available to senior audits. Auditing
students are responsible for lab and other fees associated with
credit courses. As observers, senior adults are not examined,
graded, nor given academic credit.

Senior adults do pay tuition for courses taken for credit. These
include courses taken to satisfy professional requirements

— to maintain credentials or to meet continued education
requirements. Senior adults may also take courses through the
Institute for Senior Education.

Refund Policy

Tuition refunds will be granted after the following requirements
have been met:

e The refund candidate submits a completed drop/add form to
the Registrar’s /Records office

¢ The refund candidate must submit a signed refund request to
the Bursar’s office

e The student will receive a refund in accordance with the
refund schedule as published in the Schedule of Classes and
as shown below. The amount of the refund is dependent upon
the date of the student’s official withdrawal from the College

Refunds will not be issued:
e For withdrawal without permission of the Registrar’s/Records

Office

e For withdrawal due to failure in complying with State
mandated immunization requirements

e If the refund application is made later than one year from the
end of the semester for which the tuition liability was incurred

e To students dismissed for disciplinary reasons
¢ On non-refundable fees

¢ On learning contracts

SUNY Rockland Community College

Fall and Spring Semesters
Drop Prior to the start of classes:
100% of tuition and refundable fees

Drop during the first week of classes:
75% of tuition and refundable fees

Drop during second week of classes:
50% of tuition and refundable fees

Drop during the third week of classes:
25% of tuition and refundable fees

Drop after the third week of classes: NO REFUND

Summer and Winter Sessions

Drop prior to the start of classes:
100% of tuition & refundable fees

Drop during the first week of classes:
25% of tuition & refundable fees

Drop after the first week of classes: NO REFUND
Students must consult the specific refund dates published in the
Schedule of Classes each semester.

Student Obligation for Payment of Tuition and Fees
Students who fall into the following categories will be financially
obligated to the College regardless of attendance.

e Students who fail to complete a College drop/add form within
the refund period of the semester and who have remitted
partial payment will be financially obligated to the College for
the unpaid balance, regardless of attendance

e Students whose fees are charged to financial aid awards at
the time of registration, or who receive a deferment based on
pending financial aid awards at the time of registration and
who subsequently become ineligible for the financial aid (for
any reason) will be liable for all funds due to the College,
regardless of attendance

¢ Students who remit payment for fees with a check that is
returned unpaid (for any reason) become liable for the full
amount of fees assessed

¢ The College will not dismiss or waive a debt created by a
refund issued to a student based on financial aid when such
aid is subsequently cancelled or reduced

Tuition Refund Appeals

After classes have begun, a student may experience an
extenuating circumstance beyond his or her control that
prohibits the student’s continued attendance at RCC. In such a
case, the student may be eligible to receive a full tuition refund
by filing a Tuition Refund Appeal Committee Student Request
Form within one year from the last date of the semester that
included the extenuating circumstances.



Examples of appropriate extenuating circumstances for Tuition
Refund Appeals include:

¢ the death of an immediate family member or close relative
e the onset of a medical or mental health conditions

e an accident or injury

¢ 3 call to active military duty

¢ an administrative error made by the College

® arequirement to relocate or leave the country to take care of
an immediate family member’s health

For more information, refer to the Tuition Refund Appeal
Committee Student Request Form on the college website or visit

the Financial Aid Office, Room 8141 of the Technology Center.

Financial Aid

In 2009-2010 nearly 3,000 SUNY Rockland Community College
students received more than $13 million in financial assistance
to help them meet the cost of higher education. Since many
students are eligible for some kind of financial aid, all students
are encouraged to apply. Funds are generally available to those
who can demonstrate financial need.

Financial Aid Office

The Financial Aid Office assists students and families to
complete applications for federal, state and local financial aid
programs and subsequently awards aid to all eligible applicants.
Free personal financial aid counseling and technical assistance is
available on a walk-in basis.

The Office also has a FAFSA mini-lab where students can

file their financial aid applications online. Helpful technical
guidance is provided so that the application process can be easy
and error-Afree.

Federal and State School Codes

The College’s federal school code that must be entered on the
FAFSA is 002877. The New York State school code that must be
entered on the TAP application is 2147.

General Eligibility Requirements

for Financial Aid

All students applying for financial aid must:
¢ Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) each academic year

e Have earned a high school diploma or GED; or have passed
an exam at scores set and approved by the federal and state
governing bodies; or earned 6 college credits applicable to a
degree

e Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen

® Be working toward a degree or certificate as a matriculated
student in an approved program

¢ Be taking courses that are required within the student’s
program of study

® Be making satisfactory academic progress, (SAP), as detailed
later in this section
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® Be registered with Selective Service, if required

¢ Demonstrate financial need according to formulas established
by federal and state governing bodies

e Not owe a refund on a federal grant or be in default on a
federal student loan

¢ Submit documents, as required by the College, state and/or
federal government

¢ Sign a statement of educational purpose affirming that funds
received from financial aid will be used solely for educational
expenses related to attendance at SUNY Rockland
Community College

The following students are not eligible for federal or state
financial aid:

e Students who are undocumented immigrants

¢ Students who are in the U.S. studying on an international
student visa

Students concurrently enrolled in high school, for instance
Early Admits, are not eligible for federal Title IV aid, but may be
eligible for the New York State TAP award.

Deadlines

The early application deadlines set by the College for filing
financial aid forms are April 15 for the summer session, May 31
for fall semester, and November 15 for spring. You may apply after
these dates but awards may not be processed prior to the Bursar’s
deadline for making payment arrangements.

Financial Aid Programs

There are three basic types of financial assistance programs:
grants and scholarships that do not have to be repaid; student
loans that must be repaid; and self-help programs like Federal
Work Study.

Please note that the availability of federal, state, and local funding
for the financial aid programs described below is determined by
external governmental bodies. Submission of an application does
not necessarily guarantee that the award will be approved.

Federal and State Grant Programs

Federal Pell Grant Program (Pell)

The federal Pell Grant program is the foundation of the federal
government’s financial aid programs. Income, assets, size of the
family, the number of family members in college and other factors
determine eligibility. A congressionally-legislated index calculated
from the student’s application data, called the Expected Family
Contribution (EFC), and the student’s enrollment status determine
the student’s eligibility for the Pell grant.

Application: The Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) must be completed each academic year online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

1-800-RCC-SOON www.sunyrockland.edu
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Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity
Grant (FSEOG)

Federal SEOG funds are reserved for undergraduate students who
demonstrate exceptional financial need, as determined by the
College. Priority for these awards is given to Pell grant recipients.

Application: Early completion of the FAFSA is necessary for being
considered. The Financial Aid Office notifies eligible recipients.

Academic Competiveness Grant (ACG)

An eligible applicant must receive a Pell grant, be a U.S. citizen,
and have completed a rigorous secondary school program of
study. The student must be enrolled in at least a two-year
academic program acceptable for full credit toward a bachelor’s
degree.

Unless legislation changes, this federal program will cease to be

funded on June 30, 2011.

Application: The FAFSA must be completed each academic
year and the College must confirm that the student completed a
rigorous secondary program.

New York State Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)
TAP is a New York State entitlement program. To be eligible,
an applicant must: be a New York resident for one year or more
prior to the first day of the semester in which the student is
enrolling; be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen; be a full-time
matriculated student in an approved program of study; be in
good academic standing; be economically eligible according to
current TAP criteria; not be in default on a Stafford Loan; and
be charged tuition of at least $200 per academic year.

Undergraduate students matriculating in an associate degree

or certificate program may generally receive TAP awards for a
maximum of three years of study (6 payments). The amount of
the TAP award is determined according to the level of study, the
tuition charge, the New York State taxable income of the student
and his/her family, and the number of previous TAP payments
the student has received.

Application: The FAFSA application generates the New York
State Express TAP Application (ETA). Students must return the
signed, completed ETA to the State. An online application is
also available at www.hesc.com.

NOTE: All TAP funding is subject to legislative approval by New
York State. Policies reflected herein are in effect as of the date of
printing and may be subject to change.

SUNY Rockland Community College

New York State Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)
for Part-time Study

TAP for part-time study requires that an eligible applicant

began study as a full-time student in the 2006/07 or subsequent
academic year. In order to receive a part-time TAP award, a
student must have completed two full-time consecutive semesters
of study and maintained a “C” average. Part-time TAP awards
are available for students enrolling in 6 to 11 credits who meet all
other TAP eligibility guidelines. Part-time TAP awards and their
respective payment points are prorated based on the number of
the credits enrolled and the student’s full-time TAP award.

Application: same as TAP.
New York State Aid for Part-Time Study (APTS)

APTS provides financial assistance to undergraduate students
pursuing a degree or certificate on a part-time basis. In order to
be eligible for APTS, a student must meet all the TAP eligibility
requirements as well as the APTS income limits. This part-time
TAP award is designated for students enrolled in at least three
but less than twelve credits per semester.

Application: The FAFSA must be completed as well as the
New York State APTS application that can be obtained in the
Financial Aid Office.

New York State Aid for Veterans

New York State provides supplemental grants for TAP-eligible
veterans and under certain circumstances to their children and
spouses. All Persian Gulf and Vietnam veterans are encouraged
to apply for the supplemental awards. For more information,
contact the veteran’s counselor in the Financial Aid Office.

New York State Regents Award for Children of
Deceased or Disabled Veterans

New York State residents who are children of certain deceased
or disabled veterans may be eligible to receive tuition support

for attendance at institutions located in the State. Information
regarding this program can be obtained from the New York State

Higher Education Services Corporation, 99 Washington Avenue,
Albany, NY 12255.

Other Veteran’s Benefits
A veteran may be eligible to receive funding under one of the
following chapters.

Chapter 30 — The Montgomery GI Bill Active Duty
Educational Assistance Program

This program is available to servicemen and women who entered
the military after July 1, 1985 who paid into an education fund
for one year in order to be eligible for 36 months of educational
assistance. Some Chapter 34 veterans are eligible to be rolled
into this Chapter’s funding.



Chapter 31 — Vocational Rehabilitation

for Service Disabled Veterans

For those veterans with a compensable, service-connected
disability that results in an employment handicap, training
programs and rehabilitation are generally available during the
12 years following the date of discharge or notice of disability
compensation. Up to 48 months or more of educational
assistance may be authorized to cover the full cost of tuition,
books, fees, supplies and equipment with interest-free loans
available to meet unexpected expenses while in school.

Chapter 32 - VEAP

This program is for servicemen and women who were on active
duty from January 1977 to June 1985.

Chapter 33 — Post 9/11

Veterans Educational Assistance

The Post 9/11 GI Bill is a new education benefit program for
individuals who served at least 90 days on active duty on or after
September 11, 2001. Veterans who were honorably discharged
from active duty due to a service-connected disability and who
served 30 continuous days may also be eligible. Based upon
length of service, a veteran is entitled to a percentage of the
cost of tuition and fees (up to the cost of the most expensive
in-state undergraduate tuition at a public college or university), a
monthly housing allowance, and a books and supplies stipend.

Chapter 35 — Survivors’ and Dependents’
Educational Assistance

This program provides a monthly allowance to help pay the
educational expenses of spouses and/or dependents of members
of the Armed Forces who were or are permanently or completely
disabled due to a service-connecte